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A  W O R D  F R O M  O U R  G E N E R A L  M A N A G E R :

Winning Artists!
Central Florida Electric Cooperative 
conducted their annual Christmas 
Card Drawing Contest this past 
December with students from Cedar 
Key Elementary School. The winning 
entry was made into a Christmas card 
that was sent out on behalf of CFEC. 
The grand prize winner and grade-
level winners are as follows.

 ✔ 5th grade - Reese Solowski - Grand Prize 
winner

 ✔ 5th grade - Serenity Yearty
 ✔ 4th grade - Kaycee Johns
 ✔ 3rd grade - MacKenzie Fisher
 ✔ 2nd grade - Eli Withrow

 ✔ 1st grade - Deja Miranda

 ✔ Kindergarten - Anakin Shannon

Building For Our Future

Cover photo by Tony Wasson 

The winners of the Christmas Card contest are pictured with art teacher Paula 
Lewis and CFEC Executive Secretary Jennifer Robson. Two student winners were 
unavailable.

Mike Campbell
G E N E R A L  M A N AG E R

This year started out differently 
than it has for nearly the last 
decade. It was cold. Mild winters 
had become the norm for several 

years in a row, but 
2018 ushered in 
some significantly 
lower temperatures. 
On the page 
opposite, you can 
see a few pictures 
of the icy chill from 
around the service 
area, along with 
some conservation 

tips to help keep in the heat and 
generate electric savings. 

While there were a few power 
outages on CFEC’s system, our 
personnel worked to restore 
power to members as quickly 
and safely as possible. Overall, 
outages were minimal for the 
icy conditions. 

Substation Makeover
Another difference this year, 
which is really continuing from 
2017, is that CFEC is building 
for future power needs. The 
substation just down from the 
main office is being rebuilt from 
the foundation up. All things, 
even substation components, 
wear out over time and need 
to be upgraded. While we are 

at it, we are adding capacity 
to meet power needs today 
and tomorrow. 

This substation was slated to be 
rebuilt about five years ago, but 
that was when our country was 
in a recession and CFEC had flat 
growth on our system. Now that 
we are growing again and new 
residents and commerce are 
also coming to our area, it was 
decided the substation needed its 
due makeover. More information 
and pictures of the rebuild can be 
found on pages 4-5. 

Despite the chill, positive signs 
abound for CFEC in our efforts 
to bring members reliable, 
affordable electric service. 
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S A V E  D U R I N G  T H E  W I N T E R

Feeling That 
Winter Chill
It wasn’t a white New Year in the 
Central Florida Electric Cooperative 
service area, but it was certainly cold. 
The winter weather that blanketed 
the Southeast brought freezing 
temperatures and rain, which in 
some areas where it was cold enough 
produced sleet. 
CFEC was ready for the adverse weather 
and restored the few outages experienced 
in the service area as quickly and efficiently 
as possible. Fortunately, ice buildup on 
lines and tree limbs was minimal, especially 
compared to neighboring areas. 

After power was restored, CFEC 
was able to send personnel to help 
another cooperative restore power 
to their members just as crews came 
to our area to help restore 
power after the hurricanes. 
Cooperatives working together 
for the good of all members is 
an important principle by which 
cooperatives operate. 

Here are a few pictures of 
icy conditions around the 
service area.

Ways To Save In The Winter:
 ✔ Keep curtains or blinds closed during 
hours of extreme cold.

 ✔ Replace air filters often to increase 
efficiency of the HVAC unit.

 ✔ Keep all air supply registers open 
and free of obstructions.

 ✔ Check around windows and doors for 
air leaks and apply caulk as needed.

 ✔ Make sure the damper is closed on 
a fireplace when not in use.
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L O O K I N G  A H E A D 

Meeting Future Energy Needs
Besides providing power to members today, 
Central Florida Electric Cooperative’s board of 
trustees and management must consider how 
to provide for the energy needs of members 
in the future. Today, we are able to use cell 
phones, computers, televisions, appliances 
and a host of other electrical devices because 
someone forecasted that need in the past and 
made plans to meet that need for today. 

With the goal of meeting the future energy needs 
of residents in the Chiefland area, a substation near 
the CFEC Main Office was recently rebuilt from the 
foundation up. 

Increasing Capacity, Efficiency
Ben Dawson, CFEC’s Chief Operating Officer says the 
old substation was built prior to 1968 and had its last 
major upgrade in 1974. 

“The upgrade was necessary because some of the 
equipment was reaching its capacity and because of the 
age of the equipment,” he says. 

Dawson says the old substation’s capacity and voltage 
was 15 MVA and 12,471 volts (12.5 kV), respectively. 

“The new substation capacity will be 33.6 MVA and 
24,941 volts (24.9 kV). The increase in voltage to 24.9 kV 
will improve loss efficiencies and allow for it to be tied 
to other substations with similar voltages for back up,” 
he says. 

The substation is scheduled for in-service in  
mid-April 2018. 
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To see a video about the 
substation rebuilding, go to 
the CFEC Facebook page.
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Greek-Style Beef Pita
I N G R E D I E N T S :

• 1 pound beef Sirloin Tip Steaks,  
cut 1/8 to 1/4 inch thick

• 1 tablespoon lemon pepper
• 2 to 3 teaspoons vegetable oil
• 3/4 cup plain or seasoned hummus
• 4 whole wheat pita breads,  

cut crosswise in half
• Toppings, such as onion or cucumber 

slices, sweet or hot pepper slices, 
as desired 

D I R E C T I O N S :
1. Stack beef steaks; cut lengthwise in half, 

then crosswise into 1-inch wide strips. 
Combine beef and lemon pepper in 
medium bowl.

2. Heat 2 teaspoons oil in large nonstick skillet 
over medium-high heat until hot. Add 1/2 of 
beef; stir-fry 1 to 3 minutes or until outside 
surface of beef is no longer pink. (Do not 
overcook.) Remove from skillet. Repeat 
with remaining beef, adding remaining 
1 teaspoon oil to skillet, if necessary.

3. Spread hummus evenly in pita pockets. 
Fill with equal amounts of beef and 
toppings, as desired.

Sweet Tangerine Beef and Vegetable Stir Fry
I N G R E D I E N T S :

• 1 ½ pounds beef, sliced thin
• 1 bunch scallions, sliced
• 3 tablespoons fresh ginger root, 

peeled and chopped fine
• 1 sweet red bell pepper, sliced thin
• 1 tangerine, zested and 

juiced, separated
• 2 ½ teaspoons cornstarch
• 1 tablespoon light low-sodium 

soy sauce
• 2 teaspoons natural sugar
• 2 tablespoons vegetable oil
• 2 tangerines, peeled and sectioned
• cooked brown rice

D I R E C T I O N S :
1. In a medium-sized mixing bowl, 

combine beef, scallions, ginger, bell 
peppers, tangerine zest and cornstarch.

2. Mix ingredients well to coat.
3. Preheat a large sauté pan over medium-

high heat.
4. In a small mixing bowl, combine 

tangerine juice, soy sauce and sugar.
5. Stir ingredients until sugar is dissolved.
6. Add the vegetable oil to the preheated 

sauté pan. 
7. Carefully add the beef mixture to 

the pan.

8. Cook while stirring constantly until the 
beef is browned and slightly crispy.

9. Add the soy sauce mixture and cook 
until sauce is thickened.

10. Toss in the fresh tangerine segments and 
serve over brown rice.

T R Y  S O M E T H I N G  D I F F E R E N T  W I T H  Y O U R  B E E F !

Sources: Fresh From Florida, Florida Beef Council

Steak Bowl
I N G R E D I E N T S :

• 1 eight-ounce strip steak
• 1 teaspoon Latin spice 

mix
• 2 ears corn, roasted and 

kernels removed from 
the cob

• 1 large tomato, diced
• 1 cup black beans, from 

a can, drained
• 1/4 cup fresh cilantro, 

hand torn
• 1/2 lime, juiced (plus 

more if desired)
• 1/4 teaspoon powdered 

cumin
• Your favorite hot sauce (for heat)
• Sea salt and fresh ground pepper 

to taste
• 1 cup leaf lettuce, rinsed and 

chopped
• 2 cups brown rice, cooked as 

directed on package

D I R E C T I O N S :
1. Generously season the strip steak with 

the Latin spice mix on both sides.
2. To grill, place steak on grill over 

medium, ash-covered coals.
3. Grill the steak, covered, 12 to 15 

minutes (over medium heat on 
preheated gas grill, 10 to 13 minutes) 
for medium rare (145°F) to medium 
(160°F) doneness, turning occasionally.

4. When desired temperature is reached, 
remove steak from grill and let it rest.

5. To cook indoors, preheat a sauté pan 
over medium-high heat.

6. Add 1 teaspoon vegetable oil to the 
preheated pan.

7. Carefully add the seasoned steak to the 
oiled sauté pan.

8. Cook steak for 2 to 4 minutes on each 
side until desired internal temperature 
is reached.

9. Remove steak from pan and let rest.
10. In a medium-sized bowl, combine the 

corn, cilantro, lime juice, cumin, diced 
tomato, hot sauce and black beans.

11. Stir ingredients to combine.
12. Taste and adjust seasoning with salt 

and pepper.
13. Slice the steak against the grain into 

1/4 inch strips.
14. In two serving bowls, layer the rice, 

salsa and lettuce and place the steak 
strips on top.
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C O - O P  M E M B E R  N O T I C E S

N O T I C E :
The Board of Trustees for Central 

Florida Electric Cooperative, Inc., 

meets on the third Monday of each 

month at 5 p.m. at the Cooperative’s 

main office in Chiefland. Members 

are always welcome to attend.

Member Benefits:
n COOPERATIVE SOLAR
 Get the power you need from the 

sun by purchasing solar power.

n PAY-AS-YOU-GO
 Eliminate late fees by making 

prepayments to your electric account.

n EDUCATIONAL ROUND UP
 Support area youth by asking 

for your bill to be “rounded 
up” to the nearest dollar.

n RESIDENTIAL ENERGY AUDITS
 Schedule a home energy audit with 

a Member Services Representative.

n CFEC CONNECT MOBILE APP
 Use your smart phone device 

to view or pay your bill or 
to report an outage.

n SURGE PROTECTION PROGRAM
 Add protection for your home 

with this meter-based surge 
suppression program.

n BANK DRAFT
 Authorize the automatic payment 

of your monthly electric bill.

To learn more about these Member Benefits, call 
352-493-2511 or 1-800-227-1302 and 
speak to a Customer Service Representative.

Energy Tip: A water heater should be 
set between 120 and 140 degrees. 

Safety Tip: Always use a well-fitting screen 
around a fireplace to catch sparks.

Outdoor lighting fixtures improve safety and 
security by lighting up dark areas near your 
home or business. They may allow you to enjoy 
the outdoors longer, help to deter crime while 
you are away from home and give you a general 
feeling of security when you are at home.

Outdoor lights operate automatically by 
coming on at dusk and going out at daylight. 

At times, the outdoor light can malfunction or 
become inoperative. If this happens, please 
contact the cooperative so that we can repair 
the light in a timely manner.

WHEN REPORTING THE PROBLEM,  
CFEC NEEDS TO KNOW THE FOLLOWING:

1. A specific street address of where the 
outdoor light is located.

2. A description of where on the property the 
outdoor light is located.

3. A description of the type problem with the 
outdoor light.

4. Information, including your name, address, 
telephone number and account number.

To report an inoperative or malfunctioning outdoor light on  
CFEC’s lines, call (352) 493-2511 or toll-free at 1 (800) 227-1302.

Light Out? We Need To Know.



CENTRAL FLORIDA ELECTRIC  
COOPERATIVE, INC. 
MAIN OFFICE
11491 NW 50th Ave.
Chiefland, FL 32626-3247
352-493-2511 or 800-227-1302
www.cfec.com

MAIL ADDRESS
P.O. Box 9
Chiefland, FL 32644-0009

CROSS CITY OFFICE
207 NE 210 Ave.
Cross City, FL 32628
352-498-7322

INGLIS OFFICE
167 Highway 40 West
Inglis, FL 34449
352-447-3553

ADDITIONAL PAYMENT LOCATIONS
Drummond Community Bank
Lafayette State Bank (Bell only)

For a complete listing of payment  
locations, go to www.cfec.com.  

This institution is an equal opportunity  
provider and employer.
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Attention Seniors!
The Central Florida Electric Cooperative Educational Charity, Inc., 
will be opening the 2018 scholarship program soon and applications 
will be due sometime in March. Watch for announcements from your 
guidance counselors, school or CFEC Facebook pages or check the 
CFEC website at www.cfec.com. 


